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be desired than liberation ; who say, (< I do not want
to be sugar. I want to taste sugar. I want to love
and enjoy the Beloved/'

In Bhakti Yoga the first essential is to want God
honestly and intensely. We want everything but God,
because our ordinary desires are fulfilled by the
external world. So long as our needs are confined
within the limits of the physical universe, we do not
feel any need for God ; it is only when we have had
hard blows in our lives and are disappointed with every-
thing here that we feel the need for something higher ;

then we seek God.

Bhakti is not destructive ; it teaches that all our
faculties may become means to reach salvation. We
must turn them all towards God and give to Him that
love which is usually wasted on the fleeting objects of
sense.

Bhakti differs from your Western idea of religion in
that Bhakti admits no element of fear, no being to be
appeased or propitiated. There are even Bhaktas who
worship God as their own child, so that there may
remain no feeling even of awe or reverence. There
can be no fear in true love, and so long as there is the
least fear, Bhakti cannot even begin. In Bhakti there^
is also no place for begging or bargaining with God.